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| Trariflated for the benefit of the Publike. 


1CoR.9. 13- E 
X" Do yenot know that they which miniſter about holy things, 
=, live of the things of the Temple ? And they which wait at 44 
=. the Altar, are partakers with the Altar ? de 
=% Verſ.14. Evenſo hath the Lord ordained, that they which 4 
IF Preach the Goſpel, (hould live of the Goſpel. 
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| and moft os 
I opely with thoſe truly excellene Q 
naments of Learning, but alſo 
thoſe of Riches and Proferments Hillew 
the ninfe) T1a4this:a ſufficient evidence-: Aneogne. 
Heathen, Theophral is. may Amcor, Th That in ſtead . de 
Tithe (wherinnotwithſtandingwe take pus ſelves to be Plant 


Pic reponadly The thethirds he weak LC —_ 


he Carben was 

oftimes. the Att off of envy to the 
Awongthe Clyaitions, 4s Home ations > 19 waly.in 
this eur , it is certain, Thatthe defire ta increaſe the 
Revenue of the Clergy proceeded to ſuch a height, that 
it wasgreatly ta be feared, leſtthe Church ſhould ſ{wal-- 
low up the Common-wedlth ; That therefare it was ſea», 
ſopably taken into conſideration thep., ( and fois wem,. 
when there is little nced of caution) that no Lands: 
ſhould be bequeathed in Mertwanc, 7.4. to ſacred uſes, 
without the Kexal Patent. "Wh anciently were the 
| manners 
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—Of the the Right of Tithes. 
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Gcn. 14+ 


21. 


Luke 7.25 


Prov.14 4 


panners ”” men, and ſuch, the 1 times, _ . Why mens, 
manners,and jhe times were! Did *rouel 

ing therigt 4p 5 \ ir A | ; Hor necel 47 
Butar tengthan' diag Wheti, 35;cpmminonly-old 
me! by Eroaged growing old, "ly 1 


would that Il: oF £ entimpairings. 
ſay, Goquene ingohi oF oppcins enciy be 
ſa1d, there _— Fad ies might neve —_— e of 
uſing the {4 ONE) Buy to thrs hamor-of the preſent 
age, ( wherein, what for that waholy hupger after Fad 


med Hol 
Error, [Thareote Worthibs; not to bt named 
all honorable reſpett; whole help God made I fok. 
nt iow of Religivg, "were very (oli ious for the; 
wirrof Doiiine," Vur Teſs dtrentiedtthe (hirdb 
2 ral, and almoſt ſaid whatthe Kong Fo) | 
to —_ "Give us the ſouls, atid take the reſt to you, | Bur 


as'th he they ſhould finde 'the Zaprif in; 
—_— Le SG ik her they ſhould fmge. 
Abrthaw _ Reon wg - 4% 


- Whieli Exrvr,'t 1 a {mall one, ''Cand {frat one 
indeed-it oh, gn ne are it ye thoſe great _ 
farnous i hor them ) Yet, we may Ju 
fear; 'will lie ſizcceeding Ages ; ich 


tre-hearted ho one! We that of Solomon, Where 
no oxen are, the erib iftlem) preſage Barbariſm;or fome- 
what worſe. which'T will not ſpeak of ; fall] per- 
chance, and 1 pray God it prove fo. but not rathly, 1 

am ſure, not without cauſe. And'indeed they ought to 
havewirhſtord the beginings (as we ſay) and have ſnatch- 
ed this ſweet bir frem this eating and drinking Ape, 
which perverts all to mpſt deteſtable uſe 3 and have 
takKen 
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taken-care kot onely of invetng abelight ; : buralſo of of 
«biting oil; Which becauſe riovdone, this: evil 

daily IT 'and more ;: and the; 'dewourers of hes Kh 
Revenues whitper-up, and dowil in corners, as moſtay 
end the maner is, | ha the Charch may be impleaded 


and ſued for the remainder of Tithes;, ahd;thereupon . 
finde out newquirks. to-put Hey.in-a worſe conditions - 
then; calk of a ſtipend :''F inally, ; fomwn themſelveson . 


all ſides, - that the Clergy ma) yur aſtfay irtorheir ſor- 
row,Theit ſawing or cher mowing is nothing to wm. _— 
by other things; as loſt.and po ne by proitn; Uh | 
make bold topleadfor _ and 
lengethemy who are otherwiſe minded; do —_ —_ 
the Tithes, 'of the yeerly comings in, are by the higheſt 
equity due to chelerk 7 3 andthatno Pai/tements, no 
Lyrds oriCommons.caniettle that affair more wiſely,then 
iÞwas of 61drprovided for\by the Sacred Lew 3: then 
God, the Lawjer himſelf! ({oabſoite; that Fafinianisno 
bod y-toHimn) had copmnryer many ages ſince. |: - 
Lam to treat ot a hard point , nor is there y by 
whoſe candle ſhall vary arms, wherefore it vi 
your -part ,. Reverend Brethrew, if I'ſhall compaſs. my 
deſigne;' to do as you do; butif Iſhall fail, or come 
ſhorr of it, to vonchlafe your pardon, as is meet, to 
mos firſt that make experiment. 


CC 


—— 


Tithes ought not to be abrogated. 


[ Need not explain terms. Who knows not, what 
the The 1s, one part of rey? Or whudoubts, what 
it is to abrogate ? Either, to unſctile, whatis ſettled by 
Law : or, in ſtead thereof, to appoint aſtipend, Letus 
therebore ſet about the banal 

ttgd A 3 What 


—”" WhatClrif didinthe cauſe of Diyarce, Teanceivero 
beof greatcencemment: Firff of all 19 inquire, how any 
waiver flood in the begining. In the flux of time many 
things are changed: The begining is the molt certain 
Rule 20 | 

"Ares. 1. _ therefore, who wes the firſt that re- 

Ger 14.20 v@iwnd Tithe? That great mey Melchfedet, to whom 


iiper i woatentary, or by Lew ? If freeand wolantery, the Argy= 
1 Gs NT Lf lares, and the 4poſtle + <a Day 
he the Lewiges with b1 


Heb.7. 5. 


ſel My cls 
is 7 My coat) 
mended. But if) upon 
wereabfard, iGo charkepdidFulenoc ma veles- 
Mer, but as they were due by Low. ing the Lov 
then, Idemand again 3 By what Law? Notof Sacrifice 3 
for 4c offered none 5 of Blefng then, it's clear. For 
there is a coherence betwixt theſe two; -Helchiſedek 
bleſſ:d, and eAbrahampaid Tithe, Nowlaſtume. Tithes 
arcdue to Mokhbiſeteh bleſſing. Thi fame right remain- 
eth under Chriſt, How can that be made to appear ? 
Ourof the 12. verſe of the 7. Chapter to the Lows, 
There is no charge of the £:w, but by the change of the 
Prieſthood. Bue there 1s the ſame Prie/thood of Chriſt, and 
of Melchiſcd:k ;, for which, it need be, God himſelf wall 
Fi.116 4. give ys bi 04th, Therctorethere ts the fame r:ght = 


onal. 


. Of the Right of Tarher. 


bork. 'Tithes therefore are duero , m whom, and 
from whom, and by whom we art all biefed-/. He lumfelf 
bleed fot ever. Whidh, 'itis but that hey (hould 
receive in the neme of Chrzf,: who bleſs us mi thewarkeof 
Chih, Foreven Aelchiſedeks was but from mien, 
jerry ne a9 fan nnd \ Thereforetho 
nah of Vikkerremaineth under Chrd7,.. 230 18 

I had not there had beenany bon with fo 
naforrunatea genrus, under fo ubhappy a planet, _ 
' , that 7ithes werepaid to as a K/ng. 


found one that ſaith fo; oe you tom mon 
allrexſen, 1. The Zevices haverig 


have, 'Ti — —_ he 
ad Gods. Views : *TFisrrae, arc: Butarot 
Gods Views, as Gol is S_—_ © Cine 5 nk 
Kings ſhould we have { 2. Moſes faith not that Tithits 
were paid to him as making a royel benquer, but ay dieſe 
fog: whichnowithſtanding ſhould have beert ſaid, if 
had been paid to how, under chatnbtion, as /pvbelit 
of 5hes power, 3. The 4poitle, upon that of 
Tithes,grounds not os Kingwaws bur hin Pri Laſt- 
ehere are as Adverſaries torthatopinion, ab i: 
Jo ferpreners ar ts Rubbims themſelves, whoſc that 
gs 7 canſe- aaa een een 
Ty 


You ſee the fotce of the 
ſe, that, whatever is Cong og 
 hort. 
nent neaton bedeckb. web ett weeatfanho mobo 
of the farhbſu/, from whom we received the ſimame of 


the 1/7:e! of God: and of whom, I doubtnot, but, what 


 Ubrahan ; and yernoefar. . My rg 2. 


Saint Peter —_— (av [be obrved) Se life will * Pet.3.6. 
you conelude. He therefore, yowsa vow. If (he Lord Gen 28, 


will be with me, and heep me, _———— 20,2132: 


and rain ns ts put on: Then » of all that be ſhall give me, ! 
will 
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Num.1i8. 
\3ts 


2 Chron, 
31. 4. 


— K— 


woill ſurely givethe Tithe to him," You? will grant, Uknow, 


' that this: was no\Will» worſhip: 3-7 for then Jacab ſhould 


have #2wed; what the Lora had diſavoived. - Therefore; 
doubtleſs; he relied upon the Divine #41 :: the command 
is theinterpreter of that wif. Moreover, the reaſon of 
the commend muſt neceilarily be this : On; whomthe 
Lord ſhall beſtow ſuch favors; .azhedid-on7#0,\ he 
multbe boundtothe Lord by the-lame/ev'::r: For] in- 
leſs it werelo; the rcfor of the: command: would be un- 
certain; "and fothe commend; and ſo:the conſequence ; 
and fo, finally,' the vaw it (elf But if this ve4/oi be full 
of r44/:»,and the equity thereof, as'is meet, extend it 
ſelf roal};'is there any man: will deny. this Law-was 
made for him,. whoſh!! confeſs; both; that he received 
all from: God; '/and ought to teturn . them to God 
Spied 30d epi: yh fm EE es wk ot Ie 313 
1? Ada thisreafonirhay farisfic any private nias, why he 
ſhould pay ;':and that afligned by God,. why the Clergy 
ſhould recerve Tithe i Te [ball eat 14 tn every place, 'ye and 


your bauſholds, 'Beeaule it « your reward for your ſervice : 


As alfo thavoPKing Hexekiah, Thatthey might bedncan- 
#48g6-t-51 the Law! of the Lord. The « 10n. m-both 
places is this, >-Let-them receive Tithe' :- which in both 
places would be weak; if the -4jor propolition benot 
univerſal.” ;:7ithe is the reward of ſervice Thi belongs 
to them who attend the explication of the Law. Otherwile 


+1, the Patriarch Fchbsif;and the Prophet Moſd#s Becauſe, 


and King Het-kiahs:T har, \would all totter.! Bur if they 
do not, then,doubtleſs73thes are the xeward ofthe Piic{t> 
hoo1, Letall; that give themſelves tothe exps/ition of the 
Law, receive T ithes. The reaſon is evident., 

I adde this further : ' Sice Gods blefeng of his goods 15 
the medium that 1acob ; the reward of the Prieſts ſervice 


the medium that <4oſes 5 the. /ndy of the Law the 


medium 
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Of the Ravhe of Biker. 219 
medintythat Hezetjah wſeth-; and theſethree art per- 
petual , nor circumſcribed by place, nor definedby 
time, but belonging as well to Chrifians, as%o PFews 
there will beths ſhine conditiori of the preceps : For it 

is truly and wiſely determined by the Zowyjer,, As i# the 
rehſon of rhe regs bp the aheegis als 4507 
The thivd res og rod mawnatcs Unileehy, 1:00, 3. 
where the obſervation of this Precept is eſttbliffia{ gh Cay;;. 

a ſolemn” blefmy, and the' vidletion with a fevereand 7910- 
bitter w/e. And indeed if Tithes were ceremonial, as 

fome- are very carneſt to have them-, the Prophets 

would caſt them away 5 would never urge 'theni {6 
carefully ; they would ſuffer them to wav'egld 3 would 

never ſpeak of them ſohighly. This4s not theiyuſual 

maner : bur, if the ceremonies were never {© car; | 


looked to, not Gs get oreat Happieſt 3 nov; if 
neg/e#ed, to threatenifoforejuderments.” or 
ſhonld think thisreafon torlopiifpoſe, theFathers uſe 
no other in the Coomel of Tribur. Tithes areto bepaid, Cap.:;. 
that God bemyg a} ed'by this our devotion, ' may 
more pl Hebulh eſtow thoſe things thiatete necellary. 
The Fathets'in the Smell of Montes no other.” Tithes are Cap. 1; 
tobe paid ;' foritis to be feared, thar if any'take away 
= 15 aut to' Cod, God will, for his /in, take away 
Peceflaries from him. Sainti eAvgn/tine,; a ſubſtantial Hom. 156. 
/ Author, noother. Our forefathers abounded with wealth ** © 48, 
/ Canditisnetperfintority/to' be paſſed By thithefaith 
(our forefatht#s ) Tithes therefoteare antzenterthen Saint 
eAugoſtines time) beranſe thiy paid their Tithes toGod:: 
but now becanſe tur devotion ro Gm # thereafen,” theromings 
in tothe Exthefuer are #1 eaſed i We wouldnot part with 
Fhe Tithe to Co, | therefore now'ull 'is takih away. The 
Exchequer takes away that , whidh Chrifft dat) att 
Meerut, OS «Od. KOT 7945 . 
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F'1 
& 


Arg, 4 
Marth. 23, 
23+ 


I paſs by Saint Ferome, as too prolix, whoyet was 


the fixſt who proſecuted this Argumentin his Anvnorati- 


ons on the Propbet. wn 

But, becauſe it is an eafſe matter 'to finde Ti#hes under 
the Law. and the credit of the 01d Teſtament is in this 
point ſuſpedted » go to, letusſeekinthe New, and 
{et our foot on that ground which ſeems moſt ſlippery 
tocontelt on. . - | 

Andfirſtof all I obje& that place of Saint Matthew, 
the words of Chriſt himſelf : Theſe ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other andone, This place I do 
nor, (for why ſhould aſſume that to my ſelf, which 
is. none of mine?) the axcient Church urgeth thus. 
Tithes, which Chriſt himſelf hath commanded not to 
leave undone, the decrees of Princes ought not give 


'order,to leave undone, Now who knows not the a(- 


ſumption? But this Reaſon hath the greater ſtrength, 
becauſe; when, in ſeme places before, the diſcourſe 
firft; and afterward thepradtiſe of waſhing of hands, 
of rubing the, cars of Com, and other ceremonies had 
been faln upon, Chriſt, not unwarily, omiteth thoſe 


particulars, detendeth their omiſſion of them, and, 
whichis moreto be wendred at, dothhimſelf author- 


1ze the people to omit them, , But, concerning this of 
Tbs, his words are expreſs, Te ought not telgave the 
wadone. EE | 
Nay, which is of more welghe yet, when the diſ- 
courſe. was of matters of greateſt importance, of mercy 
and judgement, and thatin the ſame Paragraph (as I may 
lay) he makes a law, as. for the doing of the one, ſo, 
for the non omiſzon of the other. What ſeek ye more ? 
No man. can eaſily imagine, in how greateſteem this 
Argument was with the Primitive Church, 
I ſhall give you two of many. One wheredf ſball. 
| ſpeak 
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Of the Right of Tithes/ 1 


ſpeak for the Greek (harch , the other for the Larine, 
Saint (Þry/oftome, his words-are theſe : wortbily doth our Henil 73. 
Saviowr adde, Theſe things ought yetodo; for Almsig Nate 
a Tithe, Now Alms cannot hurt poſſibly. For we ought not 
#0 dothem, as obſervers of the Law ; neither doth he 
ſlay we ought; But theſe things ought:ye to do. For when 
formerly he diſputed of clean and unclean , He added not 
there, theſe things ought ye todo : but manifeſtly he 
overthrew them. mherefore , RR he ſpeaketh of \F 
Tithe, Theſe things ought yeto do ; bu# concerning | © | 
their Waſhings ray trm-3 - ſo: The words, as you | 
ſee, area little differing, the ſenſe is not differing. 
Now hear Saint _A»guſtine m his Exchirid : to Lauren- 
$1u4,cap.76. Wo be to you, Phariſees, who Tithe every 
Herb : Asif he would ſay : Indeed Iexhorted you to give 
Alms, by which all things would beclean unto you; But wo 
#9 you who Tithe Herbs. For theſe 1 knew to be your Alms, 
think not that I admoniſhed you concerning then. And a 
little after (for it wonld be troubleſome to put in all : 
But leſt he ſhould ſeem to refuſe thoſe Alms , which are given 
of the fruits of the earth , Theſe (faith he) ye oughtto 
do, that s, Judgement and Charity; and yet, neverthe- 
leſſe, notto omit the other, that iv, Alms of the fruits of 
the Earth. I need addeno plols. | 
I ſtudy brevity : and put you in mindeof one thing, 
(though there be noneed, I know. ye obſervedit) that 
Tithes both by S. Chryſoſtome and S. Auguſtine are refer= 
ed tothe common-place of 4/ms. Some are of another 
opinion : I will notgreatly contend 3 for I had rather 
- wy be wy” "eres a /acred Ti _ then Alms. cr 
this place 1s ſafe enough : And by it t in thus 
much, that Tithes Ms to be x nd mY 
I proceed now tothe fifth : And, orlam much de- Argu, 5, 
ceived, it may be concluded from S. Pau/ , That Tithes 


B 2 are 


Of the Reght of Tithes. 


are . to be. retained 'even under (rift, 


. 


\. In the ſixt chapter to. the: Gala#hfzar, verſe lixt, iLet 


: - him that js taught 140, tht ord y. commutate to him this 


- wo gn nin 


teacheth. in all grod things. 'Whichyords feoni to meto 
{ound likethoſcin the ſeyenth chapter to the Hebrews, 
verſe the ſecond.,; He geve the tenth of zh, likethoſe, 


| Ge#. 14420-10f ally #4 all, whatdifference ?. that it may 


be no light coneeipt,,, thatthe Apoſtle dothallude to 
that of Gengfs : and that he pn infirunte that 
communication, which was uſed by 4byabtr , who is 
to be.imitated i'all things, as much as maybe, by the 
children. of his Faith, But what 1#-fo 2') That: precept, 
whichdathbeſt pronideſar communication m'all good 
things, isnot to beawigquded; And thereis noqueſtion 
to be made,, bat that was a: Law ifor 7irhe, For by that, 
thereisa ire, and (Mf _p_—_ leaveLmay, Iwill ſay) 
2444 communication. of: all good things, both of 
F rwts, andof. all other productions, of the Earth, of 
ants, of Beaſts 3 you may by-your ſelyes make up 
therelt of the Indudtion. -Subſtitute in place thereof a 
dppend, payment: by the Poll, or a rateupon Houſes, 
there wile OATY Ezrors; part will be concealed, part 
will be ſubfi GR 3 CO DC Ions _ 
munication 1n 4// good things. Lafily, though all poflible 
caution beuſed, thegommunication of a Penſton will 
beonely Analopical 5.,But I have learned-long ſince, 
and nature, lawandreaſon perſwade thas much, that, 
where we 475 ages the Thing #tſelf, weſhould not 
trouble our { ves about the eLnalogy : Whereforeiin 
the communication berwixt the Paſtor and his Flock, 
if th ir uth [s ſalf of the Thing, of the Communication, 
may behad jn a good rhings, (and ttmay behad) thoſe 
Jpergia ) Proportions arenot to be ought after, or rather 
Goxyhatis too lite agrear deal) areunerly tobere- 
{<c1ea, Further, 


Sn 


- 


man.s, | ly, _=”— 

and Gentiles, We are: —— from iam, Salk 

of the Diviſion ;, for God commane'ed Tithes-;, = 
eG - 


(as I wg ſhew. anon) AS. $a ay ann oY Jems FRO 
Prieſts. But that the other paxt of ,the Political Law: 
was excepted , this may bean Argument, becauſeityjs 
eftremcd by "King Dao, Gas I47- Fd a.great 
bleſſing: And] ſhall hardly be brough oats 
the death of Chrift deprived us of any þ cling 1 

if it were whally cancelled, Saint Pau/offended 

the Rules of Lay, wheninthe1 Car $13 ED 
ateſtimony from Dew?, 1;$ 1, that 1 Fa 


Law. But that contzoyerli ie runs wheat 2:1. wall 
not proſecute it. 


But this I will, out of the ſeyenth to the Yebrews,verle 4721. 7. 


eighteenth, which ſhall he my ſeventh Argument. And 
it1s if I miſtakenot,. as a moſt fair place, 1o, 

polite to this Controverfie., 'There & weraly 4' diſapulling 
of the commandment going before, for the weakneſrand un- 
profitableneſ? thereof. So that no Law is to beantiquated 
or difanulled , which 1 15 not either weak or anprefitable. 
TheLaw concerning Tithes is a Law gang before, an 
ancientLaw.: Let any man ſkew me ether the. ———_ 
or w#profitableneſs thereof, I will joyn hands and grant 


the caule ; ler this Theſis paſs ch ſp ponge for'me. ou 
this 


pr EIS 


14 Of the Right of Tithes. 
| this Law hath frexgrh, as much as any Law, ever had, 
is like tohave, can poſſibly have; from the Author, con- 
ſent, multitude, cuſtome ; and that, laſtly, not the mate or 
ſilent, bar the expreff and clear approbation of all Ages. 
Andits «/etoo : for ithath a long time been imployed, 
without complaint of any, to that uſe, to which it was 
appointed: and, unleſs the ſinews of it had been cut by 
certain /mproper Proprietaries it had been better imploy'd, 


neither would the Charch haveever complained in that 
Arge.8. Ontheother fide, ( which ſhall be my eighth Argu- 
ment) with how unhappy ſucceſs hath it been changed 
in ſome places? And where /{jpends are ſubſtituted in 
Gieu of Tirhes, how many deceipts, difficulties, complaints ? 
How many weakneſſes and unprofitableneſſes? Thi, 
where Tithes are yet intire, may eaſily mduce usto this 
optzon,, That they ought not to be repealed ; and 
where they arerepealed, that they ought (unleſs it be 
wholly impoſſible) to be revoked. Geneve payeth four- 
ty pounds, a poor matter, God knows; yet it is Calvins 
complaint im many places of his Commenteries (modeſt 
enough, as became him, but loud enough ) that the 
ſtipends were but niggardly paid. In the fixt to the 
Galatians, and the fourty ſeventh of Geneſis. 
- Scotlandalſohathexemptedit ſelf from Tithes.There . 
15mm print a complaint of, lohn Knox, exhibited in the 
name of the Minifters to the Parliament at Edinburgh , - 
Anno Domini 1565, December 25, Whenl read theeighth 
leaf of it, it pities me for them : I ſay nomore, but 
what the Boys uſe to ſing , Felix quem faciunt, &c. 
Happy they, whom other mens harms make to beware. 
Argu.g, Thoſe Fathers, whom I lately named, provided 
much wiſer1n this point, both for themſelves and us. | 
come tothem. We have had Arguments enough from 
_ holy 
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holy Scriptures : And there is none of you (Tho 
but wil willingly admit the Pradziſe of the ono 
Church for an Argument. I touched it lightly before : 
now I apply my ſelf wholly to that. I ſay, of the whole 
Charch: | changenota word. And, firſt, of the 4phre- 
can: for which let Saint Auguſtine the glory of Aphrice 
fpeak, in his 219 Sermon, de Tempore, which is wholly 
and profeſſedly upon the point of paying Tithes. He 
begins thus. By the favor of Chriſt Cohrifiu Brethren) 
the dayes are now at hand, in which we ought to gather in 
the Harveſt ,, and therefore let us give thanksto God who 
gave all, and think of offering, or rather paying our Tithes : 
(and a Intle after :) For we offer Tithes of Duty, and he 
that will not pay them, takes by force that which belongs to 
anther, 
Youſhall have at once both the PratZ;/e of the Charch, 
and the opmion of the Fathers touching this matter. .Of 
the 184/12 (hurch : but for that let Saint Ambreſe, the 
Biſhop of Millan ſpeak, in his Sermon of Lent, (asit is 
quoted.in the Decrges) Whoſoever ſhall call tominge by hims- », ,.  ,, 
ſelf, that he hath not paid his Tithes faithfully , let him now Q.z;7. 
amend what he did amiſi. But what s it ta pay faithfully, but 
not to offer either worſe, or leff then ts.due of your Corn, 
Wine, Fruits, Cattle, Garden, Trade, Hunting ? For he 
tht will not pay to God the Tithes, which he holdeth, nor 
reſtore ta man what- he hath unjuſtly taken away, doth wot as 
yet fear God, and # ignorant what true Repentance: s. 
Let theſe ſuffice for the Weſtern Charch. 
 _ AndSaintChry/oHome for the Exftern, If this were the Hom'q. in 
muner under the Old Teſtament, h:w much more under the ” 6. 5 
New 2 For what did not they do? They paid Tithes, again " 
and again, to the Orphans, to the Widows, to the Proſetytes.. 
But ſome haply may wonder and [Ys Such a man paid Tithe : 


xhas 4 ſhame # this? if tha w a 
The: 


OD — 


Of #he Rogbrof Tahes. 


F wrnt. 


al to the Prieſts and Levites; 
#9 be done by the people living 


AlthoughTtBe arwmijuſt demand, thatthe Church ſhould 


5 In, no bettet condition whenowr//bing , then when 


"ffittea, yer Yhey ſhall not feape ſo: Totharl apply 


"myTAF.'"The ſame did the Church ever think concern- 
ing Tithcs, both,when'/he ſuffered perſecution, and when 


ſhe was free fromir. 


£iÞ.66.x4, "For the Weſtern Churobet Saitit Cyprian ſpeak. 1hich 


very reaſon a4 form's now held among the Clergy; that they 
who by Clerical Ordination are promoted in the Church of 
God, ſhould not depart fromthe Altar andthe Sacrifices, but 
recerve Tithes of the fraits of The earth \ander the honorable 
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wame of the Brethren who live of the Sportila , 4. e.' of the 
Oblations of the Church. ' i 

For the Exſtern, let Origew who was ancienter then gy. : 1; 
S. Cyprian. How then doth our righteaufueſs execed the righ- 18. Nun r. 
geouſneſs of the Seribes and Phariſees, if rhey dare not taſte 
of the fruits, before the Tithes be ſet apart for the Levites, 
«nd 1, doing no ſuch thing, ſo abuſe the fruits of the earth, 
that the Prieſt knoweth not, the Levite ignorant, and the 
Holy Altar pertaketh n:t, of any ſuch performance 3A\ndithen 


he concludes : This we heave ſpoke tothicend, affirming . 
that this command (concerning Tithes) ought to ſlandeven | 
& cording to the Letter. And before Origen, S. Clement of Stromer. 2. " 


Alexaniria (who was neerer to Chriſts time, and almoſt = ht ad 
touched. upon the firſt Century ) ſpeaks full ta this.11;;, 
The paying Tithes of our Fruits, and of our Cattle, teach:th F 
us Patty toGod, and not to be altogether in love with gain, = 
wy to make the Prieſts partakers of. our loving «ffettion, and 
. Enarity, ES WT = 
Now Ithink theſe paſſages may ſatisfie the deſires of 
the rwolſt unreaſonable, to ſhew the intent and cuſtome 
| of the Church. Bur if any ſhall obje&, and ſay, private 
men thought ſo mdeed ,-the ſentence of particular men 
is oftentimes ſudden, and, what the heat-of thew brain 
ſhall ſuggeſt to them , that they ſet dowrim writing : 
Nonews of any deliberation, diſputation, determina-. 
tion all this while : All theſe are indeed in Councils : 
Shew it there if you can. I will take them at thus, 
challenge ; and onely wiſh they would be bound to. 
ſtand to them. | 
And to begin with a Gonncil in Englen: in the yeer 670 Are, 10. / 
| and 73, under Theodore Archbiſhop of Center bv 7. In the on 
| ſecond Cazon thereof, proviſion is made concerning 
Pariſhes now Pariſhes and Tithes (if we may beleeve 
the {anonifts) are reciprocal. But this 18 more yet, = 
| C they 


2: IT OR Eee > Ore SOA) rt 4 Sn 


18: 


Of tbe Right of Tithes. ') 


they. wholly. ſubſcribe ro the Caincil of Chaleedae, in 
which Tithes are confirmed. Which xwo things do 
fuſficiendy prove, Thae both the payment of Tithes, 


and the devifion of Pariſhes were anciently among «, = 


and that they are Bottuch upſtarts, as ſome fondly 
umagined. - About the ſame' time alſo was a Council 
ſummoned at Mew!z, in the ſeventh Chapter whereof, 
we read thas. We admoniſhand com ,that Tithes, 
which God hath appointed to be.paid to him, beinno 
caſe omited to: be paid : and they adde this Penalty, 
Whoforver jball after due admonitica noglect topay Tithes, 
bee them be excommunicated. IE, 


Tho frond 20 AMaryeas, alkmolt ano yetrs beforechat, 


Caps, TheiDjoae' Lows baud commended Titties faibe 


paid, which Laws aff Chriftians have « taig time kept in 


wwalate, And it concludes thus ': me ds therefore oxdain 
thes:ibe ancient enfforns of the faithful be reftored. Bat « 
any (ball be obſtinate, let him be for ever ſeparated from 
Afexoberrof the Clarch. Before that, thefirſt at Aorange, 
64þ. 17, Comorning Tithes thiw we ordarn, that every yeer 
the Fourtht, or every Pourth yrer the whole. Tithe be paid 
4 +he Biſhop.” E pats 'by:the ſecond atTairde, andthe 
third az 49%5):: Lcome';to thabat Cheicedas, one of the 
Fox f+ff and principal, Touching which, we read thus 
inthefourtecath' Chapter of the Council at Fribar.t hath 
pleaſed this Countal,; That Tirhr5a0d all other their paſſeffo> 
us be preſerved to the 'ancient Churches , us was decreod i 
ths Holy Council at Chalcedon, cap.17. 

You have heard the Councils ſpeak : and that upon 
mature deliberation, difputation, determination 3 that 
_— eſtabliſh, not: define 3 confirm, not appoint, 
Tithes ; that they were formerly granted by prevate 
confers, and /affrage of the Fatt, asthey ſpeak; before 
they went to the Comnals, For ſubſcription m the fri 

Ch Conn; 
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Cant; Atwonitin\ m the-/econ) x Prefer iption of long 
timein the thera, Conſervation and penalties im the fourth ; 
do import rather an «4pproviny and rnfleation, thenan 
indiiFion or appoinmeent of ahery, 

 Butnow forfooth, alt the Queſtion is about the Fn, Argu.t II, 
or Law; and thence: we muſt derive oatier the /n/titass- 
#2 of the <Abrogation of them : thirher therefore they 
berake themfelves t' and (truly I will .not balk the Law, 
nor the Policy of either Body, Candnical of Civil.” 

For even from thence I have colleted a few pallages | 
to this purpoſe : frivgly indeed as becomes & Divine g 
but -hw44nth enough toour purpoſe. Norindeed thall 
ye need ro rr, aha wr yer rr 
vwe ſhall be very ferupulous how we metidlewiththoſe 
Aregs.' Onely ſome few paſſages we ſhall makeuſeof 
_— the more ſoma Decreesz und theſe roobefotethe 

cer 400. The Decree of Symmacbwthe tirk, Whuſorncy © Cep16.Q, 
all d;ſpoſe of the Tithes without the conſent of che Biſhop, © 
tet him bs Anthems, Again, of An«fleſjus the firlt; Who- 
ſeever ſhall detain his Tithes , let him be [ſuſpended from the 
Computien, 'Inthe 29, "Chap. of the Dec+2e5 of Grdifſiics, 
Jem bs Four parts made its wall of the Reod- 
#601 if the Tithes, as of tht Oblations' of the Faith/alyies 
_ Tak fence decreed with great reaſon. But if P ariſhes awd 
\ "9s Sripentls' and Tirhes, Clergy and TWhe be. 


a5 thee Norpenieiend; uy thoſe "_ 
NG ey: carry up" this' point"d great powy more 

on tothe /etm1! 95Heof <—_ _—_—_ rorthefrf 

£y#Ac of '0rb wt the firſt, wp to the-yery times of Faſtus 

cMirtyr.” Akthotgh, werethersnont of all theſe, yet 

ehe Cam! whichiis DiÞ 12: ( Let that Cuſtore, which 

not. known to wſurp any thing again the Caholike Falth, 

fund firms, ) Efpecially being ſupported with the j £0 Cn 


ment of Sainr _fLuruſtine , and Saint Jerome, ( whole 4; £1 Luc 
C 2 opimon  - 
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opinion itis; that as the prevaricetors of the Divine Laws, 
ſo, the contemwers of Eccleſieflical Cuſtomes are tobe curbed,) 
may be ſtrong enough againſt the Abrogation of Tirhes.. 
Arg. 12. As for the Civil Law ( that-we may ſatisfie our Po- 
kititians ;); that is fo far from the opinien that they may 
be «brogated, "that it frees them from all injury by Pre- 
 fription, which, nevertheleſs, by it ſelf alone, m other 
ez cancels Lews, For ſo wehave it in the ſeventh Book 
Tit. de prz- of the Code. Tuhes by the command of God are og. 
gy . for the Priefis, thar they, who are accounted of the 
fo Lords theritence, ſhould live of hu inheritance. They 
cannot therefore by Privilege of any be granted to Ley- 
mes, leſt rhe:authority of the ſupreme oi 
ſhould prejudice the Divine command. Andalloin the 
Anthemuks ,' n'the ſame Tithe : Thus JuHimian, But if 
any Privateman ſhall polleſs Tiches, either without Title, 
or with Titte , he cannot be ſecure by any m_—_— of 
time. © For thoſe things cannot be'ſtren ed by trad? 
of time, which, by Right, could be of no ctfc& at-the 


ning. 
.*T have: other, Teſtymonies at hand 3 but I promiſed 
brevity: TheEmrerors (as you have heard) axe of opi 
aton, that the things which belong to God:may not 
abdincted. ;-,. 

Arg. 13,-'' The Serpteres, the Fathers, the Councils, both Laws, 
arewith'and forus. . Now, unleſs Rc4ſor be againſt us, 
wceare ſafe. To-that, therefore, we come inthe thirr 
teenth place. But, there, to proceed diſtin&tly, I ſhall 
divide this one Queſtion mto three Members,, Fiſt, 
Whether Reaſon will that there. be acr1a1m allawance to 
the Mmiſlers of the Geſpel ?. Secondly, Whether thu 

> 944 of the vecrhy profits ? Thirdly, Out of what part ? 
1 Fo For the firſt : The buſineſs 1s1ong ſince broughtto 
$97.9. thiepaſs by Saint Pay, The Miniſters of the Goſpel 
have 


as 
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have a power to eat 'and drink, and not to work : the 
Reaſon. Every Laborer is worthy of his hire. Whe- 
ther he cut his own Vine, or feed his own Flock : and, 
the Ox muit not be muzzled that treadeth out the Corn, This 
Is one degree. Secondly, But if any Laborer, much 
more Laborers 1n the Common-wealth. Every Souldier 
warreth at the publike charge, not at his own. They that 
afliſt the Common-wealth are to be aſſiſted by the Com- 
mox-wealth, But a Miniſter of the Goſpel 18a Laborer and 
aſaftant of the Common-wealth, Thus is a ſecond degree. 
Thirdly , Bur if he muſt be maintained, who is any 
way. profitable to the Common-wealth ; He, whoſe hel 
ſhe uſeth in ſpiritaa/and ererna/ things, much more; and, tn Prica- 
if it might be, with ſuch additions of Fortune, as they *=* 
uſe to be honored with, who have deſerved well of the 
Republike. For all Reward is beneath the merzt of this, 
and there is no compariſon betwixt Spiritual ſowing, and 
Carnal reaping, . Wherefore, without doubt, Carnal 
things are due to them who ſowſþ#rituad. . ; 
 -_ w/ I ſecond Member $_ Whoahan out of wy 2. 

profits 2. Poſtellus,, a man of great learning, 1s of ve 0764 
this ooaion, "That this isa common principle engrafted f9no--1e. 
inall by nature, viz. That a certain portion of the yeerly 3D 
profits be paid to the Miniſters of the Holy things. For it, 
1s/u/tand egrceable toreaſon, that there be a yeerly /acred 
tribute, wherewith we ſhould /acrifice to God, for the 
zncreaſe of our eſtate, as we uſe to keep anniverſary ſo- 
lemnities mthankfulneſs. And thereis all the Reaſon in 

the world for it : but whether ſhoutd this be ont of che 

profits of the grouny , or by a pecuniary reward? Reaſon 
would the former. For in all created things there is the 

imaze, and (asI may ſo ſpeak) the ſuperſcription of God, 

as there is.1n C245 of the King. The 7ributc 15diftinguith- 

cd by the /»ſcriptior. . Wherefore the Kings hfreens, and 

| C 3 ſubſidies 
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fobidies (as th 


m_ them) have the Royal impreſſion. 
The Dive rribate isnot filyer or brafs ſtampt with the 
image of a way, but of God himſelf; as there isin all 
Creatures a Charatter of the Divine power, wiſdom, and 
mercy. Of thattherefore let the ſacred tribute be. 

- Would you have another ? Reaſon will, that the Adz- 
nrfter of the Sofe/ ſhould receive his reward that way, 
Sherk Bye miy be equality 6 Edits, ehereit 
che mutual pirticipation of plenty and want, of joy and 

ef im common with the people may redownd to him. 
Tris expedient it be ſo. For is he ſuſtained with the an- 
twal profits? Is it far weather ? He is glad, he rejoyceth, 
he ſings praiſe toGod no leſs willingly, then any havbend- 
man : for he hath his ſhare m that fary weather. Ts it 
rempeſtuous? He, fighes, he groans, he falls to his pray- 
ers, no leſs fervemly ,. then any hazbendmen : for he 
hath hisfhare too inthat wow weather. ' Sympa- 
thy, and Commnnion, that great bond of »atare, of the 
(ommon-wealth ; 2nd of the Charch, is conferved and 
maintained! On the contrary : Is he faſtainedby an 


&Y thei froing ar their mowing is nothing 'to hi: 
nes there an wiſcaſqrable drowzhr ? T he prople mourn ; 
he moumettifiot? for their ſawing or their mowing is no- 
thing 'toMim. $5» M that great bond of zatere, of 
the Common-weatth, of the Church; is diffolved. This 
ought notto be'ſa : Wherefore that Reaſon is the bet- 
ter; whictrpleadeth for the fraits of theteryh. | 

] proceed to the third ,, Whar part ? The tenth. 
They fay, thatthe Poſrrive Law (for thats their expreſ- 
ſion) is the determination of the Law of nature, The Law 
of nature determineth the death of a martherer : but the 
Pojarve Law, the kinde of death, ' Again they fay, the 
Law 
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Law of nature determineth a ffpend to him that mmiſtreth 
about holy things : but the Poſitive Law, the meaſure of the 
's Tax. Yes, haply in things pertaining to the Commen- 

wealth, there 1s a limitation by the Pofetrve Law + Butin 
Divine, in Taxing tor the Char h,'we grantit not. God 
4s as careful for our ſuſtenance,as he was for the Lewes: 
there was nothing they reſerved to the Poſitive Law; 
nor therefore #9w. This whole point may bediſpatch- 
ed by Reaſon, The Levites had right to Tithes: But the 
Ariniftry of the Goſpel, as itis more excellent in nature, * Cor 3-5) 
and more eminent in dignity, fo, is more profitablem ” 
its #/e, then was theirs. Our people receive moreand 
greater benefits from-w 3 therefore they a——_— 
more, Reaſon preſently infituates. What a isit, . 
that Chriſtievs, who owe more, ſhould not pay « mich ? 
If therefore men would hearken to pF ag we might 
poſlibly receive more apie fruits; not, likely, &e/f 

For Tithe hath all the points of Eqw#y in it. Tt was 
choſen by God 3 and ſo not without greatre«/on; and 
therefore not, without great reaſon, to berejetFed. What 
is alleaged-to the contrary ? One or two, I know not 
what, ſcarce worth the name of reaſons; not ſomuch 
as a ſhadow of what we may call great reaſon; nay indeed 
not of any poor and wear. | 15 

Moſt equal and reafouebleit is in reſpet of the conſtitu- "47 

rien.” Excellemly Saint eAvguftive > For what 5” God 

fay, ' Thou art mine, O man ;" this Earth, which thou 
villeſt, is maine ; = Seeds, which thou ſoweſt, are mine ; 
thiſe Braſts, which thou imployeft, mine ; the Rain and 
Showers, mune ; the Sun and heat, mine; all mine; thou 
which lenaeſt onely thy hand, deſerveſt onely the Tithe, but 
1 grant nine to thee, give md the Tue. If thou wilt not 
give me the Tithe, I will take away the nine: If thou wilt 
give me the Tithe, 1 will multiply the nine, Could a more 
_ reaſonable Speech poſlibly be made ? Moſt 
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Moſt equal and re«fonable, in reſpett of the payment. 
Out of the ſecond to the Corinthiens,the eighth Chapter 
and the thirteenth Verſe. For then is any thing moſt 
equally diſpoſed, when one is not caſed, and another 
burthened, when it is not too Hoſe for one, too ſtrar for 
another. By this, there is a moſt exact equality : the 
Rich arenot (pared, the Poor are not oppreit : which is 
the common complaint of the Edids of Princes; the 
Crow, there, better then the Dove. © 

Moſt equal and reaſonable, even r the very /#zht of 
nature; I fay, by the very light of nature, ſuch as the 
very Gentiles had ; that is, by that loſt, raſed, deform- 
ed, not renewed Law. By what Lew did . 'brahan: pay ? 
Sure by no pobrike conſtitution ( who can poſhtbly per- 
{wade that?) no, nor by any ceremonial law. For there 
1s no congruity betwixt a cer and the eterns/Prieſt- 
hood, ſuch as was Melchiſedeks : Therefore by the law 
of nature. Rutto return tothe Gentiles, 

Foteve Tithesare frequent in their Hiſtories, Not one- 
ly by prame men in their ſeveral Common-wealths, Pas- 
ſantas the Athenian,, Age/ilaus the Spartan, as Xenophou 
reports. C&rtalon the Carthaginian, C amillne the Romas, 
as Plmtarch : But alſo by every Commoner, Stichus in 
Plautws ; by every houſholder as we read in Plutarch. 
How ſo-? who declared to them the mraſare of the 
Divine portion? who was his Accountant, who ſo ex- 
attly regiſtred it in his Notes, that c:e/t parts belonged 
tothe family; ſix whereof were to beimployed , two 


to be laid up; that the nth was for Seed againſt the 


n-xt yeer ; and the tenth was | eww mo) the Dive 
Tribute, 

But mdeed they did not onely Vow them, neither 
was their Ti-b:ng onely by. Vow, or but cyer and anon, 
but it was their annual folemn Rite and Cuſtome, 
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eMecxantey ab eAlexandro no conternptible Author re- Senial. die- 


ports, -that theanciene Rarmess were wont to pay Tirbes 
of Cera,cutof their fields, and new broken vp 
Theophrsſi49 (aith as much of the Egypioans , tha 


cap. 10, 


2 De Plantis 


had the like uſage. Diodorm Siculws as much of Siciiza, © =: 


when ſhe was her own Miſtreſs , and nat a Previxce. 
And that this was the yery. maner of the Athenians, we 
may be convinced from this,. becauſe the - pooreſt 
Cittzens were called Theres. .and that from the letter 
Th:ta, the note of the number Nine; becauſe, having 
by eſtimarion, but »/xe parts onely, they were exempt- 
ed from- paying Tith-, Finally, it may be collected 
from the ſame Authors, that thoſe Tirhes werenever 
imployed todiſcharge their wages, who executed any 
Temporal or Lay Office in the Common: wealth ; that, at 
firſt, and as long as any thing was held rc/ig/ow os holy, 
they were ſo too : but afterward were ſwallowed up in 
the fomach of the (ommon-wealth, | 
Of what credis itis, I knownot, but I remember 


that Ms/cw/wc relates, that, in the firſt beginings of the l= Gen. c 


the 1dol-Priefts, and inſtated on the Presbyters of the 
Church. But this is moſt certa that the places of Pay- 
went and iccounts of Tithes, thoughin declining times 
they fell into the power and policſſion of 4-»gs and 
Prizces,did at firſt belong to the Prieſts. For when in the 
begining the ſame men were both Kings and Prieſts (as 
Plats reports of the Kings of Egypt, and YVirgilof Anins, 
King Azius, King of men, Apollo's Prieſt ) 
the Prieſthood being afterwards, as too hard and trou- 
bleſome a companion, transfer d from themſelves to 
others, they did notwith mg retain the The as a 
dowry to themſelves. But that rather by C«/fome then 


Law,& that a-corrupt Cuſiomtoo. For thatin the Prophet : Sam, x, 
D Samuel *5- 


the rig and aſcof Tirhes was taken away from "+: 
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Of the Right of Tithes.. | 


Samuel is no deſcription of a good King, but a Trane. 
Which makes me wonder the more at-them, who 
would have the LZevites Tithe to be part of the Kimgs 
Inheritance 3 and that X-*gs did part with their own 
Right, when T:thes were confer'd upon the Charch. 
Bur this falls to the ground by the example of 1/el hi- 
ſedek , who ſurpaſieth the antiquity, and faithof all 
Hitteritsz who, both perſons, of Keg and Pricſt,meering 
in him, did not recerve Tithes by right of his Kingdom, 
but his Prieſthood. 

I ſhould offend againſt the time, and againſt you, if 
I ſhould produce any more of theſe mens trifles in this 
preſence; nor would any plcaſre accrue, from thence, 
to y0u, NOT advantage to the cauſe, Nor dolTalleage any 
new Writers, becauſe they for the molt part do rather 
touch upon ſome heads, and not apply themſelves 
home and ſtrongly to the cauſe. Any, even the moſt 
learned Author, 1s otherwiſeto be eſteemed of, when 
he doth but ſalute a Queftion, and touch it lightly ; 
otherwiſe, when he takes it to task, and thorowly 
diſcuſleth it. And in truth, 3f I would never ſo fain 
bring them forth, yet the ſcales would hang even ,” m 
fuſpence. For (to my thinking) Luther, Melantthon, 
Brentius, would be for us : (alvin, Martyr, Bucer, go 
another way. Wherefore I will diſmiſs and leave you 
toyour ſelves: Here ſhall bean end. 


- TwoPatriarchs, as many Prophets,CHR1ST, bis 
Apoſiles, the whole (hurch, Fathers, Councils, Hiſtory, 
both LZews, (Civil and Canon) Reaſon, the imperfett 
preces and fregments.of the Heathen, and finally, £x- 
P*erience we-(elf have brought in their evidence for 
Tith#s. Which if they ſeem to you to deſerve your vote 
and ſuffrage, and to have ſpoken howe and good 


Reaſon, 
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Om 


. the weightier matters of the Law , Judgment , Mercy, and 


Of the Right of Tithes. 


Reaſon, be you, if you pleaſe, with me, of the ſame 
minde and judgment 


That Tithes ought not to be abrogated, 


S, MATTH. 23. 33. 


Wo anto you Scribes and Phariſees, Hypoerites, for ye pay | 
Tithe of Mint , and Aniſe, and Cumm, and f hen omited = 


Faith : theſe ought ye to have done, and not to leave the 
Sher undone. 


FINIS. 


Decemb. 15, 1646. 


Imprimatur, 
Jonn Downamnt. 


